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We’re entrepreneurs 
with a mission

FOUNDING FUNDERS

We’re a socially-minded enterprise, 
passionate about revitalizing 
communities through inclusive 
urban development.

We launched in 2016 with a seed 
investment from the philanthropic sector.



Racial Wealth Gap
The devaluation of commercial real estate in Black neighborhoods 
driven largely by racism and structural barriers to capital access. [1] 

Historic redlining and barriers to access has decreased the 
opportunity for residents to invest in their own communities

Black residents largely do not own commercial property and 
have few connections to Black retail business professionals 

Black Americans net worth is 70% lower than non-black 
households [2]
Real estate and entrepreneurial assets are the biggest 
pathways to wealth for most Americans 
TREND intends to bolster wealth building opportunities 
for Black entrepreneurs, investors and communities. 

The racial wealth gap has limited the opportunities 
for Black entrepreneurs

Sources: [1] Brookings Institute; [2] National Community Reinvestment Coalition

https://www.brookings.edu/articles/the-devaluation-of-assets-in-black-neighborhoods-the-case-of-commercial-property/
https://www.ncrc.org/cnbc-black-families-net-worth-has-grown-more-than-other-racial-groups-since-covid-but-wealth-gap-remains-wide/
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Chicago TREND shopping centers serve as 
local centers of impact, focused on driving 
positive change for economies, individuals, 
communities and impact-minded investors.
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By 2026:
TREND Plans to Own 16 Community Serving

Shopping Centers

…and jump start the formation of the first Urban Community Retail
REIT creating wealth for 1,000 Black entrepreneurs, community

residents and other impact investors.

VISION



Butterfield Plaza
Olympia Fields, IL

Acquired in 2020
19,468 SF

93% Occupied

Demonstrate that TREND
can own and create 

opportunities for Black
professionals, tenants and 

contractors

Helped Black 
entrepreneurs own 

commercial property in 
appreciating 

neighborhood; opportunity 
for future high-rise 

development

Chatham Market
Chicago, IL

Acquired in 2020
9,755 SF

100% Occupied

2111-2115 S. State St
Chicago, IL

Acquired in 2021
12,881 SF

75% Occupied

Walbrook Junction
Baltimore, MD

Acquired in 2021
47,070 SF

89% Occupied

Edmondson Village
Baltimore, MD

Acquired in 2023
139,417 SF

60% Occupied

Helped Black entrepreneurs 
open a franchise 

Ownership, leasing and 
management by Black 
entrepreneurs; credit 

tenants

Obtained over $1.6M of 
grant funding for safety 

and façade improvements
Leasing space to Black-

owned bank

Secured $9.5M of public 
subsidy to modernize the 
shopping center. Attract 

new grocer, restaurant and 
healthcare service provider 

to anchor the 
redevelopment.

TREND Current Portfolio



Property Overview

§ 27,000 square feet

§ 100% occupied

§ Stable cashflow (see Slide 14)

§ One-stop-shop healthcare campus

§ Directly across the street from Roseland 
Medical Center

§ 20,000 square feet vacant land parcel for 
future development

§ Complements Far South Side development 
momentum (see Slide 13)

100-136 West 111th Street



Tenant Overview

§ Chicago Family Health Center

§ Cermak Immediate Care

§ Roseland Pharmacy One

§ Fresenius Kidney Care

§ 3 restaurants

§ 1 nail salon

4 medical tenants 

4 retail tenants 

Cermak Immediate Care Seashell Restaurant



Demographic Profile

Demographic Profile

Radius 1 Mile 3 Mile

Estimated Population 32,058 162,541

Median Age 37 38

Estimated Households 10,304 55,534

Estimated Median HH Income $38,636 $49,736

Source: [3] Demographic Report CoStar Group (2024) 

[3]



Roseland Medical District

§ Established in 2011 by the Illinois State 
Legislature [4]

§ Received a $25 million State of Illinois 
appropriation in 2023 to implement new 
development activity in the District

§ Strategy to attract and retain healthcare 
providers, medical research facilities, and 
emerging health tech enterprises

§ Aligned with broader neighborhood planning 
(e.g., transportation, housing, workforce 
development)

§ Provides care to 300,000 people across 12 
neighborhoods

Source: [4] Roseland Community Medical District Master Plan 

chrome-extension://efaidnbmnnnibpcajpcglclefindmkaj/https:/www.chicago.gov/content/dam/city/depts/dcd/RoselandMedDistrict/roseland_community_medical_district_plan_adopted.pdf


Far South Side Development Momentum

§ $3.6 billion CTA Red Line 
Expansion [5]

§ Pullman National Monument 
Development [6]

§ Michigan Avenue commercial 
corridor reinvestment [7]

§ Imani Village: New mixed-use 
development [8]

§ Morgan Park Commons: future 
mixed-use development [9]

Sources: [5] Chicago Transit Authority; [6] Chicago Neighborhood Initiatives; [7] Chicago Sun Times; [8] City of Chicago; [9] City of Chicago

https://www.transitchicago.com/rle/
https://www.cnigroup.org/pullman-revitalization/
https://chicago.suntimes.com/2023/6/15/23761247/roseland-michigan-avenue-redevelopment-invest-south-west-editorial
https://www.chicago.gov/city/en/depts/doh/provdrs/housing_resources/news/2023/november/ImaniVillage.html
chrome-extension://efaidnbmnnnibpcajpcglclefindmkaj/https:/www.chicago.gov/content/dam/city/depts/dcd/cod/MorganParkCommons.pdf


How Will This Work For You?



Michelle E. L. Merritt
Community and Economic 
Development Consultant

Robert Weissbourd
Co-Founder

Emma G. Roberts
COO, TREND CDC

William McIntosh III
VP of Finance and Operations

Lyneir Richardson
Co-Founder and CEO

Tay Craig
VP of Acquisitions and Asset 

Management

William Beckford
VP of Asset Management

Baltimore

TREND Leadership Team 



#WeOwnThis

Thank you!


